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China’s mobile phone accessories 
manufacturing sector remains robust, 
with the handset industry driving 
its growth. A varied selection at all 
price points was key to the line’s 
survival during the global economic 
slowdown, and a factor in its 
continuous expansion. China currently 
offers mobile phone power supplies, 
headsets, handsfree kits, cases and 
novelties.

Green technology permeates most 
makers’ R&D agenda in the electronic 
accessories segment, especially in 
power supplies where efficiency is the 
current top priority. At present, several 
companies are investing in solar 
devices.

The premiums and promotional 
products sector, meanwhile, boosts 
sales in the nonelectronic line. Makers 
offer a growing range of cases, screen 
protectors, straps, charms and novelty 
items.

The following are key trends in 
China’s mobile phone accessories 
industry:

• Concerns over energy 
conservation and renewable resources 
are influencing production. Batteries 
are leaning toward the Li-polymer 
technology, which yields lighter 
and slimmer models. Suppliers are 
exploring other battery types such 
as fuel cells and solar-powered 
chemistries that can provide longer 
operating times. 

Charger manufacturers are likewise 
preparing for the adoption of the 
Micro-USB as the universal charging 
solution in coming years. The unifying 
move targets to eliminate tons of 
waste.

• Companies are introducing 
alternative materials for environment-
friendly manufacture and cost 
efficiency. Several makers have started 
to use TPU in mobile phone cases, in 
place of leather, silica gel and other 
more expensive inputs. Some already 

offer cases, and wrist and neck straps 
made of biodegradable TPU. Rosin, 
a solid form of resin extracted from 
plants, is preferred for gem-type 
charms or pendants.

• Makers are stepping up quality of 
devices and components to improve 
performance and widen applications. 
They are rolling out specialized 
power banks, including models for 
popular electronics such as the iPhone  
and the iPod, and PSP and Nintendo DS 
game consoles. Enhanced ICs, ASICs 
and microprocessors are also adopted.

• Wired handsfree kits dominate 
the supply but their wireless versions 
have shown more progress in recent 
years. While Bluetooth is popular in 
portable sets, RF still takes up a small 
percentage of in-car models.

• Accessories designed for Apple’s 
iPhone are on an upswing, practically 
creating a subindustry altogether. 
Current R&D activities in the iPhone 
accessories line is focused on the 3GS 
handset. 

This report covers batteries, power 
banks, chargers, adapters, cases, 
novelties, handsfree kits, portable 
speakers, cables and other accessories. 

The Industry Overview section 
discusses developments in China’s 
supply, and key trends and R&D 
priorities in coming months. 

The Products & Prices modules 
tackle current standard and price 
trends in batteries, power banks, 
chargers, cases and novelties, and 
iPhone accessories.

Guangdong is the largest production 
hub for mobile phone accessories 
in China. The cities of Shenzhen, 
Dongguan, Huizhou and Zhongshan 
contribute a significant share of the 
country’s total output. 

The supplier base is composed of 
companies with diverse manufacturing 
backgrounds and capability. They either 
specialize in one product or supply a 
combination of two or more lines.

To produce this report, Global 
Sources surveyed a wide range of 
suppliers. Rather than focus simply on 

representative sample of large, midsize 
and emerging manufacturers. All 

professional suppliers that may or may 
not be clients of Global Sources.

The selection of suppliers is 
designed to reflect the composition 
of the industry in China in terms of 
geographic spread, business type and 
company ownership. 

For in-depth company profiles, 
our research teams interviewed senior 
executives and export managers who 
discussed their recent performance and 
provided price, R&D, production and 
export forecasts for the next 12 months. 
The interviews were done in person, by 
phone or e-mail.

In each case, companies were 
required to answer specific questions 
designed to verify their manufacturing 
and export credentials, including their 
production and export statistics, and 
a breakdown of exports by product 
type and market. Our production 
checklist details the product-specific 
manufacturing capability of each 
supplier.

All profiled suppliers participated 
in a survey designed to provide insight 
into product and price trends, and 
challenges facing the industry in the 
next 12 months. All survey questions 
are single choice. Results were 
calculated based on the actual number 
of valid responses to each question.





Riding on the growing mobile phone 
industry, the accessories segment in 
China continues to be dynamic and 
fast-paced. The diverse product range 
and price points running from low 
to high end made the line resilient 
in the face of the global economic 
slowdown in 2009. With the global 
consumer electronics segment 
forecast to take an upturn, the 
majority of suppliers are optimistic 
of further growth this year. 

Among the top trends and issues in 
the industry are “greener” products, 
particularly in the power supplies line 

Battery technologies, for instance, 
are gradually moving toward 
Li-polymer models, which are lighter, 
slimmer and safer than their currently 
mainstream Li-ion counterparts. 

In the power banks and chargers 
line, makers are addressing the 
mounting global consciousness over 
energy conservation and renewable 
sources by introducing more solar-
powered models.

Many companies invested 
heavily in R&D and manufacture 
of various solar devices after the 
China government and some private 

enterprises expressed solid interest in 
cultivating the segment.

Charger manufacturers are also 
gearing up for the imminent adoption 
of Micro-USB as the universal 
charging solution by 2012. The 
transition is projected to bring down 
production of replacement chargers 
by as much as 51,000 tons annually. 
This will eliminate 13.6 million to 
21.8 million tons of greenhouse gases 
emitted during manufacture. 

Global mobile phone charger 
shipments for 2009 were estimated 
at 1.4 billion units. These included 
replacement models and variants 
bundled with new handsets. Turnout 
for the latter is expected to stay at 
roughly 1 billion units annually.

In the nonelectronic accessories 
segment, makers offer an expansive 
selection of cases, screen protectors, 
straps, charms and a host of other 
novelty items. It is largely driven 
by the premiums and promotional 
sector. Because of this, suppliers 
release new designs continuously 
to keep up with new mobile phone 
models and remain competitive in the 
cutthroat line.

Notably qualifying as a 

subindustry in China is the iPhone 
accessories line, which has grown 

Apple handset. Sales were estimated at 
10 million units in 2009, and optimistic 
makers are eyeing at least 10 percent 
increase in export revenue this year.

Projections from analyst RBC 
indicate shipments will exceed 
35 million units in 2010, and top 
82 million by 2012.

One of the major sourcing hubs for 
batteries in the world, China produced 
more than 26 billion units worth $36 
billion in 2008. It accounted for 40 
percent of global Li-ion and Li-polymer 
output. 

There are 500 mobile phone 
battery suppliers in the country. The 



Accutone spends $1.2 million or 
10 percent of sales in product 
development annually. Based in Hong 
Kong, it has a 15-member R&D team 
for mobile phone accessories. It has 
offices and distributors in Canada, 
Dominican Republic and Carribean 
Countries, Ecuador, Finland, India and 
Japan. Utilizing 17 percent of its total 
capacity of 30,000 units, the factory 
currently produces 5,000 mobile phone 
accessories every month.

Exports a mounted to $1 million in 
2009, with shipments averaging 5,000 
units per month. 

All output is exported to the EU, 
the Middle East, the Asia-Pacific 
region and North America.

Annual revenue from all products 
totaled $12 million in 2009. Exports 
are expected to increase by more than 
20 percent in the next 12 months, 
during which North America will 
be the company’s main target export 
market. 

The company plans to increase its 
annual capital expenditure by up to 
50 percent. Prices of mobile phone 
accessories were steady in the past 
3 months.







Form: MOM621   Project: 102CEB

Thank you for your order.

Amount (US$)

Card No.

Expiry Date

Signature Date

❑  Mr  ❑  Mrs  ❑  Ms

Job Title

Company Name

Address

City State/Province

Country Postal/Zip Code

E-mail

Tel Fax

Mobile/Cell Phone

Family Name Given Name

C My contact details

For faster service, order online at
www.ChinaSourcingReports.com/pdfts

For other inquiries

E-mail: service@globalsources.com
Telephone Hotline: (65) 6547-2800

E    Return this form by

Fax North and South America (1-480) 951-4197

Worldwide (65) 6547-2888

Mail Global Sources, c/o Media Data Systems Pte Ltd
Raffles City PO Box 0199, Singapore 911707

For faster service, order online at www.ChinaSourcingReports.com/pdfts
I’d like to order the full version of the following China Sourcing ReportsYes!

A Please send me

Report Title:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

❑ E-mail (PDF format) ❑ Air courier (printed copy)

B Please send my reports by

❑ US$ check/bank draft payable to GLOBAL SOURCES,
drawn on a US bank located in the USA

❑ Please debit my credit card

a c

b d

❑

❑

❑

❑

D My payment method

US$

Total amount US$




